
 
                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                

                                         

                                         
                                  
               

                              
 

    
          

 
           

 
         

               
             

                 
        

 
        
               

              
 

                
                 

             
 

            
                

             
 

                 
       

             
              

         
  

            
               

 
              

             
 

              
        

 
               

             
               

  
 

State of California 
Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

Freque ntly Aske d Q ue stio ns 
About the Reci pro ci ty 

C hir opr acti c Ini ti ativ e Act of C ali for ni a 

Sec tio n 9. Recip roc ity N otwithst andi ng any provisi on contain ed in any oth er s ection of this act, th e 
Board, u pon recei pt of th e fee sp ecifi ed i n Secti on 5, sha ll issu e a l icens e to any p ers on li cens ed to practi ce 
chi rop racti c un der the laws of anoth er s tate, provid ed s aid state t hen had t he s am e g en eral req uirements as 
requi red in this state at th e time sai d li cense was issu ed, an d p rovi ded th at su ch oth er st at e in li ke m ann er 
grants recip rocal reg istrati on t o chi ropracti c practi ti oners of this state. 

Q: Whic h states does C alifor ni a recip roc ate wi th? 
A: Californ ia wil l reciprocate wi th any st ate that is willi ng t o recip rocate in retu rn . It is th e appl ican t’s 
res ponsi bility to contact the state they are recip rocat ing an d as k i f they offer reciprocity with Cali forni a. 

Q. My state does no t offer Recip roci ty; will you stil l i ssue a lice nse throug h Recip roci ty? 
A: N o, all appli cants wh o apply th roug h recip rocity mu st com e from a state that is will ing to Recip rocate 
wi th Cal iforni a. If th ey d o n ot, th e app li can t mus t h ave all cu rrent requi rem ents . 

Q: Do I h ave to se n d in m y fees wi th the ap p lic atio n ? 
A: Yes. If not, y our appl ication will b e retu rn ed. If y ou use L i ve Scan fing erp rin t servi ces , submit $25.00 
along wi th the appli cati on. If y ou u se th e stand ard fing erpri nt cards, su bmit $ 76.00. 

Q: Wh at ite ms do I need to ob tai n i n order to h ave m y ap p lic atio n re vie w for Rec ip roci ty ? 
A: C al iforn i a Co de of Reg ul ations ( CC R) 
Sec tio n 3 23 . In terp re tation of Sec tion 9 of the Ac t. Th e Board m akes the followi ng in terp retati on 
of S ection 9 of the Act whi ch s tates candid ates for li censu re are cons idered to h ave fu lfill ed th e 
requi remen t of reci procity if they p rovide th e d ocumen tati on requi red by th e Board sh owing th e 
foll owing : 
• Gradu at ion from a Board ap proved chirop racti c col leg e, an d comp letion of the mi nimum numb er of 
hours and subj ects as were required by Cal iforn ia law at the tim e th e ap pli cant’s l icens e was iss ued . 

• E quival en t su ccess ful ex amin ati on i n each of th e subj ects ex amin ed in Cali forni a in th e s ame y ear as the 
appl ican t was iss ued a li cen se in the s tate from whi ch h e is applyi ng. 

• A valid and up-to-date li cense from the state from whi ch they are recip rocat ing. Appl ican ts m ay only 
recip rocate from a s tate in whi ch an exami nation was gi ven. 

• Th e st ate from whi ch candi dates are li censed will reciprocate with Cali forni a. It i s th e ap pli cant’s 
res ponsi bility t o i nquire i f the state they are comin g from recip rocates wi th Cal iforni a. Cali forni a wil l 
recip rocate wi th any state wh o will recip rocate in retu rn. C ali forni a DOE S NOT have a “ grand fath er 
cl ause”. 

T (916) 263-5355 Board of Chirop ract ic Examiners 

F (916) 263-5369 2525 N ato mas P ark Drive, Suit e 260 
TT/TDD (800) 735-2929 Sacrame nto, C alifo rnia 95833 -2931 

Consu me r Co mplain t Ho tline www.chiro .ca .go v 

(866) 543-1311 



                  
 

          
 

          
          

  
 
           
          

 
             
                  

 
          
          

 
                

                 
            

            
              

    
 

             
               

               
 

          
               

                 
               

                 
  

 
            

            
               

 
       

                       
                   

                    
                  
                 

 
 
 

• A non-refund abl e appli cat ion f ee of $25.00. A fee, as set forth in Section 5 of th e Act . 

• Possess an ACT I VE li cense for at l eas t 5 y ears. 

The Board res erves th e righ t t o requi re any add iti on al edu cati on or ex amin ati on for reci procity . 
O nce qu alified , appl ican ts mus t p ass the Cali forni a Law and Professi onal Practi ce E xamination 
(CLPPE ). 

Q: Ho w do I fi n d o u t the s tatu s of m y ap p lic ation? 
A: You m ay call or emai l th e Board of Chi ropracti c E xamin ers . 

Q: If I sen d ever y th ing in, c an I g et m y ap p lic ation p rocesse d sooner ? 
A: It is p ossibl e, bu t keep i n mind, appli cations are revi ewed on a fi rst come, firs t s erve b asis . 

Q: Ho w lo ng will m y ap p l ic ation b e k ep t on file ? 
A: O ne year from th e d ate the Board recei ved the appli cati on. 

Q: Af ter I sen d i n my ap p lic atio n, ho w wi ll I k no w wh at e lse I nee d to do ? 
A: After you r ap pli cati on h as b een in iti ally reviewed, a letter will be s en t ad visi ng y ou that y ou h ave eith er 

quali fied for th e L PPE , or that y ou wil l n eed to s end addi ti on al d ocumen tati on to complete th e app li cation. 
The l etter req ues ting additi on al document ati on is called a defi ci ency l et ter. Pleas e n ote, th at a defi cien cy 
let ter is a reques t for d ocumen tati on and does n ot m ean th at u pon recei pt of th e requ ested d ocuments, th e 
appl ication is complete. 

Q: Wh at do I h ave to do if I c h ang e m y n ame or address ? 
A: To ch an ge you r add res s, m ail the change to th e Board accomp ani ed wi th y ou r sig natu re. If you have 

leg ally ch an ged you r n am e, s end th e requ est al ong with a copy of the court ord er. 

Q: Wh at i s the differe nce b e twee n live sc an an d fi ng erp rin t c ar ds ? 
A: Li ve Scan is a p rocess that s cans y ou r fing erp rin ts electroni cally and is avail abl e only i n Cal iforni a. Th e 

fing erp rin t fees are pai d at th e Li ve S can si te. You will need to send th e Board’s copy of the Li ve S can form . 
Fing erpri nt cards are iss ued to th e ap pli cant from t he Board and are p rocessed at m ost law en forcem ent 
ag en cies . Th e ap pli cant mus t s end th e compl eted cards b ack to th e Board, al ong wi th a processi ng fee of 
$51.00. 

Q: Wh en c an I si t for the L aw an d Profes sio n al Pr ac tice E x am ( L PPE) ? 
A: Wh en all the requi red docum entation h as b een recei ved, revi ewed and veri fi ed and it is d etermin ed the 

appl ican t is qualifi ed, a letter will b e s en t auth ori zin g y ou to take th e exam . 

Q: Wh ere do I si t for the LPPE ? 
A: A letter will b e s ent auth ori zing you to take th e exam. O n the letter will b e an 800 numb er for you to call. 

This is th e T esting Center, and they will assis t y ou as you decid e wh ere, when , and at wh at time you wish 
to take th e test. Ap pli cants q ual ifi ed to take th e ex am m ay only s it for t he ex am on ce in a 24 hour p eri od. 
Ap pli cants wh o fail after 3 times will have to wai t one week b efore s it ting for t he ex am ag ain . 
Ap pli cants wh o fail after 5 tim es wil l h ave t o wait 2 weeks b efore si tti ng for the ex am ag ain. 



                 
                

                
               

           
                
                  
                

 
         

                   
                 

  
 

                  
               

            
               

               
 

                   
               

           
     

 
                
             

              
                 

             
                 

        
 

            
                 

    
 

 
 
 
 

  

Q: I h a v e t ak e n t he L P P E o n nu m e r o u s o c c as i o n a n d k e e p f ai l i n g . I h a v e f i n a n c i a l h ar ds hi p s an d n o t 
w o r k i n g a d d s to m y g r o w i ng de b t. C a n I t ak e t he te s t w i t ho u t t h e r e q u i r e d w a i ti ng p e r i o d ? 
A. N o. Th e responsibili ty of p assing th e L PPE rests s ol ely wi th the appli cant, and therefore, does n ot pl ace
 
any burd en upon th e Board. Whil e the stud y gui de is avail able for appli cants to revi ew, you m ay also review
 
the Chi ropracti c I niti ati ve Act, C hi ropracti c Laws and Reg ulati ons and visit www.l egin fo. ca.g ov
 
Ap pli cants q ual ifi ed to take th e ex am may only si t for the ex am on ce in a 24 hour p eri od.
 
Ap pli cants wh o fail after 3 times will have to wai t one week b efore s itting for the ex am ag ain .
 
Ap pli cants wh o fail after 5 tim es wil l h ave to wait 2 weeks b efore si tti ng for the ex am ag ain.
 

Q: Ho w l o n g do I h a v e to p a s s t h e L P P E ? 
A: O ne year from th e d ate of you r ori gin al au thori zation letter. If you d o n ot pas s with in this time, your fil e 

will be sen t for d estru cti on and you will need to resubmit a n ew appli cation al ong with th e associ ated fees 
and documents. 

Q: I f I h av e b e e n c o n vi c te d o f a f e l o n y o r m i s de m e an o r , w i l l t hi s s to p m e f r o m o b t a i n i n g a l i c e n s e ? 
A: This typ e of inf orm at ion will b e reviewed on an i ndi vidu al b asis. We as k th at y ou s ubmit you r 

appl ication , fee and i nform ati on reg ard ing the occurren ce. Th e Board will review your fil e and m ake a 
decision at th at time. Pleas e keep in m ind that we d o take i nt o cons iderati on the ty pe of con vi ction , t he 
ag e th at y ou were wh en the in cident occurred and the tim e th at h as el aps ed sin ce the con vi cti on. 

Q: Do I h av e to a n s we r ye s to a c r i m i n al h i s to r y q u e s ti o n i f m y c as e h a s b e e n e xp u ng e d o r d i s m i s s e d ? 
A: Y es. Cali forni a Pen al C ode §1203.4 (a) st ates th at an appl ican t is not reli eved from his or her oblig ation t o 

discl ose a con vi ction in resp onse to any d irect qu est ion contai ned in any ques ti onn aire or appli cati on for 
licensu re by any s tat e or l ocal ag en cy. 

Q: I f I h a v e a c r i m i n a l hi s to r y, w h a t w i l l I ne e d to s e n d to t he B o ar d ? 
A: O nce y ou r p erson al s tat emen t and an y d ocum en ts th at y ou h ave submi tted h ave b een reviewed, you will 

be n oti fied of any fu rth er action. Pleas e keep in mind th at y ou r p ers on al s t atemen t m u s t b e i n de t ai l , 
des crib ing the even ts and ci rcumstan ces lead ing u p to y ou r arres t or ci tati on. If y ou were ci ted , a copy of 
the ci tati on/ police rep ort wi ll b e requi red. CERTIFIED court d ocumen ts wil l also be requi red . Co p i e s 
f r o m ap p l i c a n ts w i l l no t b e ac c e p te d. P roof of al l cou rt orders wi ll also be n eed ed. Th e Board will not 
revi ew y ou r fi le until all requ est ed documentati on h as been recei ved. 

Q: Wh a t a m I a l l o we d to do w hi l e w a i ti ng f o r m y l i c e n s e ? 
A: For inform ation rel atin g t o the scop e of practi ce, refer to th e Cali forni a Code of Regul ations §302 

(Practi ce of Chirop racti c) 

(Rev. 03/ 11) 


